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Building	Men	of	Character	
	

Description:	Picture	Frame	
The	decisions	you	make	today	will	impact	what	your	family	looks	like	
tomorrow.	
	
Scripture:	Joshua	24:15	
“But	if	serving	the	LORD	seems	undesirable	to	you,	then	choose	for	
yourselves	this	day	whom	you	will	serve,	whether	the	gods	your	ancestors	
served	beyond	the	Euphrates,	or	the	gods	of	the	Amorites,	in	whose	land	you	
are	living.		But	as	for	me	and	my	household,	we	will	serve	the	LORD.”	
	
Story:		Stephanie’s	story	
Stephanie	came	from	an	impoverished	family	deep	in	the	heart	of	the	
Mississippi	Delta.		She	was	born	7th	of	8	children	(5	brothers	and	2	sisters).		
Raised	in	a	single	parent	home	she	had	little	relationship	with	her	father.		
For	her	seeing	a	father	engaged	in	any	family	was	a	rare	thing.		She	only	had	
one	cousin,	in	her	whole	family,	whose	father	was	active	in	the	home.		Both	
of	her	sisters	and	3	of	her	brothers	had	children	outside	of	marriage.		At	her	
school	it	was	common	for	girls	to	have	children	in	their	teens,	it	was	almost	
expected!		Stephanie	refused	to	settle	to	live	the	same	life.		Her	vision	was	
bigger!		She	accepted	Christ	as	her	LORD	and	Savior	in	the	10th	grade	and	
she	claimed	these	Scriptures,	Jeremiah	29:11	and	Matthew	6:33,	as	promises	
of	God	over	her	life.		Stephanie	was	the	first	in	her	family	to	graduate	with	a	
bachelor’s	degree.		She	is	now	a	High	School	basketball	coach	and	has	
positively	impacted	hundreds	of	young	lives.		Many	of	the	youth	in	our	
society	have	very	poor	examples	set	by	their	parents.		Those	that	have	good	
parents	should	be	thankful.		Those	that	have	poor	examples	are	NOT	
doomed	to	repeat	the	mistakes	of	their	parents.		Start	today	to	envision	the	
type	of	family	you	want!		Don’t	settle	for	less	than	Gods	best.	
	
Toolbox	Overtime:	
Ephesians	5:22-32,	Ephesians	6:4,	Genesis	2:18-24,	Proverbs	31:10-31,	Proverbs	
5-7	
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